Community Advocate and former Senior Adams Official Anthony Herbert Gets Federally
Indicted for 6 Counts of Bribery, Fraud and Extortion

The list of former Eric Adams officials receiving federal indictments got longer by at least one
more person today: Anthony “Tony” Herbert. For grassroots organizers and followers of local
news and politics, Tony Herbert is a pretty familiar face. In fact, for years he has been a
ubiquitous presence.

First there were the numerous attempts to obtain public office. He failed each time. Then he
was affixed to any number of community causes. Often holding himself out as a conduit to City
Hall or as someone who could grant access in general....

No matter the context, each time he requested a kickback. He was eventually hired by the
Adams administration to work in the Mayor’s Community Affairs Unit in February 2022. In
September 2025, he was fired when he commented about the death of Charlie Kirks. To date,
he remains an ardent Adams supporter.

Full disclosure, in July 2019, | thought Mr. Herbert was a true advocate and | sought him out to
fight on behalf of my clients. They had filed suit for age and racial discrimination, and | had
hoped to get the case on the radar of local electeds and the press.... Herbert appeared to have
the platform and presence, he appeared to be for the people. But guess what, Herbert asked
for a kickback for his services and for referrals from me even, a small solo practitioner. When |
told him | could lose my license to practice law.... His response: a blank stare. At least | had the
good sense not to get involved with him. Therefore, today’s indictment comes as no surprise.

The current indictment lists six charges against Mr. Herbert, and identifies at least four
unnamed Senior Officials within the Adams administration. He has been brought up on the
following charges: two counts of Bribery; one count of Honest Services Fraud; one count of
Extortion; one count of Federal Programs Fraud; and one count of Wire Fraud.

The indictment claims that Herbert was under investigation from at least October 2022 to May
2025. The charges involve three schemes: kickbacks to an unnamed Security Company, that
was never awarded a contract with the city; a Funeral Home that received government funds
from families who needed financial assistance in burying their loved ones; and a PPP loan that
involved a fictitious baking company.

As it is entered onto the docket, a superseding indictment seems likely. From the docket
entries, there may be other named co-defendants and maybe even RICO charges.... Again, the
Adams administration continues to be the scandal that keeps on giving. As a spectator in this
all, I am watching to see who turns rat first.

Let’s be clear, Mr. Herbert can’t seriously be the person that United States Attorney Jay Clayton
truly is after. The amount of money identified in the indictment is relatively petty, at best $S40K.



However, Mr. Herbert’s activities possibly touch and concern former senior officials within the
Adams administration: Phil Banks, David Banks and Sheena Wright.

The Bankses and Wright are possibly implicated as it pertains to the security company scheme.
NYCHA buildings have experienced ongoing issues with crime and security. Unfortunately, the
security companies enlisted to address the problems have dubious track records. In short, they
have failed to deliver and have pocketed exorbitant amounts of taxpayers’ money in the
process.

These shortcomings came to light in or around 2022. At that time, the Department of
Investigations (DOI) issued a damning report that documented pervasive malfeasance in the
administration of security by FIC Security/Allied Universal. FJC Security/Allied had been
awarded at least $155 million dollars to provide security services to NYCHA complexes. Despite
the hefty award, the investigation revealed the widespread absence of guards throughout the
facilities, falsified timesheets and bloated invoices. The report culminated in the termination
of their contract after 22 years.

Coincidentally, they were replaced by a company that was previously owned by Deputy Mayor
Phil Banks, City Safe Partners. City Safe also received a hefty contract from the City, in the
amount of $154 million. David Banks and Sheena Wright, Phil Banks’s brother and now sister-in-
law greenlighted the contract. The latter two sat on NYCHA’s board when the contract came up
for consideration. The Banks’s defense to date has been, that Phil Banks has not been listed as
an owner of the company since 2018.

Nonetheless in September 2024, Phil Banks, David Banks and Sheena Wright all had their
phones seized by the FBI. News outlets suspected that the seizures pertained to improprieties
surrounding the awarding of the NYCHA security contract amongst other allegations. Despite
the extensive media coverage, nothing has materialized surrounding the seizures or the award
of the contract....

Which makes Herbert’s efforts a bit curious if not odd. If Herbert was active and competent at
his job, he would have known that there was a huge security contract already in place for the
NYCHA developments. Further, Adams and his officials would have also been aware of the
contract. Therefore, it would have made no sense for them to be even receptive to Herbert’s
entreaties for more security. Especially if they were to be provided by a smaller less established
firm.

Herbert if not the activities of City Hall should have been even more suspicious in this context
because of the relationship to the Banks and Banks’s close relationship to the Mayor himself.
Which leads me to wonder whether City Hall and other officials were involved in the probe
against Herbert, were they part of the effort to entrap him too? Again he was fired on
unrelated grounds in September 2025.



Implausibly, even under these circumstances, Herbert allegedly pursued this scheme to
fruition. To ensnare Herbert, the federal government propped up an unidentified Security
Company. During the course of their interactions, the company gave Herbert at least $7,500 to
facilitate access to City Hall and Senior Officials within the Adams administration. The
interactions stopped in or around September 4%, 2024. Again coincidentally or not so
coincidentally, the phones of the Banks brothers and Mrs. Wright were seized in or around
September 21, 2024.

The second part of Herbert’s alleged shameless scams involved a financial assistance program
and a Funeral Home. By way of the New York City Human Resources Administration (HRA), the
program provided federal funds to families who sought financial assistance to bury their loved
ones. According to the indictment, Herbert allegedly orchestrated payments to the Funeral
Home for at least two families.

In both instances, despite contributions from GoFundMe and other sources, Herbert got
compensation for the Funeral Home under the false pretenses that the families had not
received any separate monies for burial expenses. The indictment alleged that Herbert was not
only aware that the families received monies outside of the program, but that he had lied to
the City about knowing that they had received these additional funds. His efforts yielded him
yet another relatively measly sum: approximately S5K.

The last part of Herbert’s efforts involved a fictitious bakery and a 20K PPP loan. In or around
April 2021, Herbert allegedly applied for and got the monies for the non-existent business. He
allegedly represented that the services were provided in 2020. However, the indictment
alleged that he incorporated the business and submitted the invoice in 2021.... well after the
services were provided.

As it stands, Herbert has not retained legal counsel. Nonetheless, the parties are scheduled to
appear for a status conference in front of Judge Valerie Caprioni on January 30™. The
indictment captures yet another instance of bribery, kickbacks and corruption under the Adams
administration. Herbert was a close associate of Adams, of course as he did with the Bling
Bishop Lamor Whitehead, Adams will disassociate himself. But internet and the footage from
Adams’s weekly townhall meetings will surely tell another story. Footage from the weekly
townhalls, will reveal that Herbert was affixed to Adams’s side, and that Herbert was amongst
his most ardent and loyal advocates during his “darkest times.”

What’s clear is that Adams was surrounded by corrupt individuals, that saw their time at the
highest echelons of power as opportunities to serve themselves and to line their pockets. The
City’s laws about accepting gifts as a government employee are clear. Nothing over $50 and if
there are gifts or money is exchanged, it must be disclosed on the yearly financial disclosure
forms. Neither Herbert nor so many other members of Adams’s administration have complied
with this widely known edict.



As discussed before, Herbert cannot be the focus of this criminal probe. If so, it would be a waste
of the taxpayers’ money. The amount of money involved was nominal. The bulk of the indictment
involved transactions that were orchestrated by the government to ensnare Herbert.
Unfortunately, an examination of the Southern District’s track of record as of late doesn’t inspire
confidence. From Brian Benjamin, to Eric Adams himself, and even Sean P Diddy Combs, it has been
one weak indictment after the next. Each with an abundance of press coverage and each resulting
in weak if not non-existent convictions. Therefore, if Mr. Herbert is not a pawn for a bigger probe,
then this indictment looks to be more of the same. A political hit job, on another Black man of
dubious character, who is a peripheral yet perpetual grifter. To be clear, he should have been
stopped but should it be a federal probe of this magnitude? Only time will tell....



