Escalating Violence in the Eastern Region Prompts Two Emergency Security Council Sessions In An
Effort to Avert a Third Congolese War and a Humanitarian Crisis

Concerned about the possibility of a third Congolese War, UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres has
convened two emergency Security Council Meetings. First on January 26" and then on January
28,2025, the Council provided a highlighted briefing about the, “dire humanitarian situation and the
need for urgent and coordinated international action.”? In further support of this position, three of the
five permanent Security Council Members: France, Great Britain and the United States, joined the
Secretary General in calling for Rwanda to pull its forces or face possible charges of war crimes.?

The emergency sessions were prompted by the alleged Rwandan-backed M23’s military operations in
the Eastern region of Congo and their advances on the mineral rich town of Goma.

January 2025 alone has seen alarming and mounting rates of violence:

e Inthe provinces of North and South Kivu, since January 2025, at least 400,000 people have been
forcibly displaced from their homes;

e January 23, 2025: Goma Governor Peter Cirimwami was assassinated, by either the M23 or
alleged Rwandan snipers; and

e January 24, 2025: 13 Peacekeepers, 3 from the United Nations were killed.

For its part, since 2024, both the United Nations and the African Union’s designee Angolan President
Joao Lorenco, have made extensive efforts to broker peace. As detailed in the UN’s December 27t
Experts’ Report, the nature of the conflict is complex and multi-faceted, touching on religion, political
sovereignty and economics. The report presaged that the following groups would exacerbate the crisis
ridden conditions in the region:

e Mouvement du 23 Mars (M23) who are said to be backed by Rwanda;

e Allied Democratic Forces (ADF) who are affiliated with the Islamic State (ISIL) and seek to
create an Islamic state;

e the Alliance Fleuve Congo (AFC) and the Democratic Liberated Forces of Rwanda (FDLR), which
is comprised of Hutu fighters from the 1994 Rwandan genocide and who support the
Congolese Government; and

e the Armed Forces of the Democratic Republic of Congo (FARDC) and the Rwandan Defense
Force (RDF), which is comprised of Tutsi who fought in the Rwandan genocide and who fled to
DRC.3

Since the M23’s entrance into Goma on January 27, 2025, they have taken over the area airport, which
threatens to lead to further food insecurity and disease outbreaks. Calls have thusly continued to be
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made to the international community to increase humanitarian support to avert a greater crisis in the
region. 4
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